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Mon. – Fri., 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Please call the numbers listed for holiday hours of park 
offices and facilities.

Director, Allen Patterson
allen.patterson@hamiltoncounty.in.gov
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Cool Creek Nature Center • 317-774-2500
Mon. – Sat., 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.   Sun., 1 – 5 p.m.

Superintendent of Natural Resources and Education,
Amanda Smith
amanda.smith@hamiltoncounty.in.gov

Naturalist, Dan Popiela
dan.popiela@hamiltoncounty.in.gov

Taylor Center of Natural History • 317-774-2574
Mon. – Sat., 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.   Sun., 1 – 5 p.m.

Regional Parks Operations Manager, Bruce Oldham
bruce.oldham@hamiltoncounty.in.gov

Historical Resource Specialist, Christy Brocken
christy.brocken@hamiltoncounty.in.gov

White River Campground • 317-770-4430
Season: Apr. 15 – Oct. 31
Office hours:
Mon. – Thurs., 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Fri. and Sat., 8:30 a.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Sun. 8:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

Regional Parks Operations Manager,  Bruce Oldham
bruce.oldham@hamiltoncounty.in.gov

Coxhall Gardens • 317-774-2582
Dawn – Dusk

Coxhall Gardens Park Manager, Gary Knowlton
gary.knowlton@hamiltoncounty.in.gov

Park Manager Assistant, Lori Hacker 
lori.hacker@hamiltoncounty.in.gov

Hamilton County Commissioners
Christine Altman
Steven Dillinger 
Mark Heirbrandt

Hamilton County Council
Paul Ayres 
Brad Beaver        
Jim Belden
Meredith Carter
                
Hamilton County Park Board
Stephen Andrews
Dr. Judith Campbell
Jan DeJarnatt 
Mark McCauley

Mission Statement
The Hamilton County Parks and Recreation Department 
exists to serve the leisure and recreation needs of its residents 
and tourists, and to enhance the quality of life in the county. 
We strive to preserve and provide high-quality, passive 
parks and facilities, to offer natural resource education and 
services, and to be recognized as a leader and resource for 
our community and its citizens in the pursuit of living an 
environmentally responsible lifestyle. 

Park Board Meetings
The Hamilton County Parks and Recreation Board meetings 
are held on the third Monday of each month, except 
holidays.  They are held at 7 p.m. in the Cool Creek Nature 
Center auditorium, located at 2000-1 East 151st Street, 
Carmel, IN 46033.  The meetings are open to the public.  

Park Hours
All parks operated by Hamilton County Parks and 
Recreation are open 365 days a year from dawn to dusk. 
Some sections of the park may be closed due to special 
events, shelter reservations or flooding.  Please refer to The 
Chatterbox or call the administrative office. 

Susan Peterson
Andrew (Terry) Prather 
Larry Roudebush 
Philip Shelby        

Amy Massillamany 
Rick McKinney
Steve Schwartz

On the cover: 
More than two thousand guests attended the much-
anticipated grand opening of Koteewi Range on June 6.  
Visitors were treated to free archery and a host of other 
fun activities and entertainment.  Nora Santiano (pictured 
on cover), with the help of Guinness record-holding archer, 
Randy Oitker, showed her archery skills by bursting the 
last balloon on the special, grand opening target, 
announcing the official opening of the range. Read more 
about the new archery center on page 16.
Cover photo by Matt Vincent



Snapshot taken May 30, 2015.  Data generated since September 2, 2010

See you in the parks!      

Greetings, and welcome to the July - October 2015 
edition of The Chatterbox Leisure Guide

  There is certainly a lot going on.  In May we opened the 
doors of an enhanced Morse Beach swimming facility, under 

the management of Edge Adventures.  This was a welcomed 
improvement and the Aqua Adventure Park is already showing 

increased attendance (see page 20).  In June we celebrated the official 
grand opening of Koteewi Range Sport and Target Archery Center.  

We recently broke ground on the creation of our new equestrian 
facility and tubing facility, both also at Strawtown Koteewi Park.  We are also still working on 
other exciting projects coming soon to some of our parks.  By the time you read this summer 
camps will be in full swing and our popular family friendly Cool Creek Concert Series will 
be well underway.  To say we have been busy working for you would be an understatement.  
With all of that said, fall is our busiest season…..shhhhhh, don’t tell the staff.  Well there is a 
ton of opportunities coming your way in the next four months.  You will read in the following 
pages about the Collision Cure Vintage Vehicle Expo at Cool Creek Park, Archaeology Month 
activities and the Riverview Health Twilight Trail Run and Walk at Strawtown Koteewi Park, 
Coxhall Garden’s Concert Series, Potter’s Bridge Fall Festival, and last but certainly not least - 
Cool Creek Park’s Haunted Trails and the Trick or Treat Trail.  Of course, all during this time 
we will continue to offer our usual outstanding line-up of new and established nature and 

natural history programs.  Please take time and read about all of the exciting opportunities 
we have to offer you...you’ll be glad you did!

As is always the case, if events and programs are not your cup of tea, our parks offer 
the perfect setting for just getting outside and enjoying a walk, a run, or just an 

afternoon or evening relaxing on a blanket.  Make time to visit all of your county 
parks and pick out your favorite place in your favorite park.

      Al Patterson
     Allen W. Patterson, CPRP, CPSI

Director, Hamilton County
Department of Parks and Recreation

Solar Panels at the Cool Creek Nature Center Update
View the energy generated by our solar panels on the roof of the Cool Creek Nature Center.
Visit www.myhamiltoncountyparks.com and click on the Cool Creek Solar Panels link!

$4,000
Savings For One Year

ANNUAL SAVINGS
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Visit the Cool Creek Nature Center! 

Park Programs ccnc/ccp
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There is ALWAYS something new to explore at the Cool Creek Nature Center!
Last year over 40,000 people visited the Nature Center. Our exhibits, which are 
all designed and created by our staff, change seasonally. A rotating free daily craft,
scavenger hunts, and games are available every day. Our Wildlife Viewing Area 
and Greenhouse are also open year round. While you are here, be sure to allow 
time for a nature hike and to stop at our popular playground! We hope you will 
make plans to visit us soon! For more information, please call us at 317-774-2500. 

Hours: Monday – Saturday 10:00 am – 5:00 pm
             Sunday 1:00 pm – 5:00pm
Cost: Free
PLEASE NOTE: Nature Center closed on: July 3 and 4 and September 7

             A River Runs through Us:
Exhibit about the importance of 
the White River

Pajama-Rama
Put on your cutest pair of pajamas, grab your favorite 
teddy bear, pack up an old blanket, and join us for 
Pajama-Rama! Families looking for a fun program to 
enjoy with their toddlers and preschoolers will love 
the Music Educator from Moriah Music who will lead 
us in songs and stories about some of our favorite 
animals. 
Dates:  August 7
 September 4
 October 2
Time: 7:00 pm
Ages: Best for families 
with children ages 1-7 
Cost: Free
Location: CCNC
Pre-registration: Preferred. 
Register by calling 
317-774-2500 or emailing 
cool.naturecenter
@hamiltoncounty.in.gov  

Most of us do not spend a lot of time thinking 
about the river or realize the significance this river 
has to our county and state. Visit the Cool Creek 
Nature Center as we host an exhibit about the 
White River in correlation with the Upper White 
River Watershed Alliance’s (UWRWA) White River 
Festival. Our exhibit will feature information about 
our watershed, the threats to it, the wildlife species 
which depend on it, and steps that we can each take 
to protect it. 

Exhibit Runs: September 1 - September 30

4 www.myhamiltoncountyparks.com



5

Visit the Cool Creek Nature Center! 

317.770.4400 5

Summer Nature Programs

Hey kids! Here is your chance to explore Cool Creek and 
have some summertime fun. These one hour programs 
will feature a craft, nature activity or game, and a 
performance by the camp staff. Each activity is related to 
the topic of the day.

Registration is required and can be done online through our camp 
registration provider. Go to our website, www.myhamiltoncountyparks.
com and click on “Summer Camp 
Accounts” to login and register. 
We will need the name and age 
of each child, parent signature 
on disclaimer, and the dates and 
time(s) you would like to attend. 
If you know a friend is coming, 
you can request to be in the same 
group. Space can be reserved on 
a first-come, first-served basis.

Monday, June 29 / Delightful Deer
Put on your antlers and get ready to run like a deer as we discover 
what it takes live in a deer’s habitat.

Tuesday, June 30 / Looking Under Leaves
This micro hunt will take us to the ground as we explore what 
wonderful life lives on the forest floor.

Wednesday, July 1 / Creek Stomp
Join our staff as we venture into the creek to discover cool critters in 
playful places.

Thursday, July 2 / Rabbit Romp
Rabbits are cute critters with amazing survival skills. 
Join us as we hop, skip and 
jump away from predators.

Times:
 10:00 - 11:00 am
 12:00 - 1:00 pm
 2:00 - 3:00 pm
Ages: 3-10
Cost: Free
Location: CCNC
Pre-registration: Required. 
Register by calling 317-774-2500 or online at 
www.myhamiltoncountyparks.com

Fall Exhibit: 
Autumn 
Attractions
Autumn is a beautiful time 
of year here in Hamilton 
County! The Nature Center is 
celebrating the season with an 
exhibit featuring some of the 
most remarkable aspects of 
autumn. Discover the secrets 
behind leaves changing colors  
Monarch butterflies begin this 
time of year. 

Exhibit Begins: October 5

Summer Exhibit: 
Summer 
Sense-ations
We will be celebrating many 
of nature’s most SENSE-
ATIONAL things including 
hummingbirds, butterflies, 
lightning bugs, flowers, frogs, 
and other delightful creatures! 
Come inside, cool off, and enjoy 
exploring and learning about 
the amazing things that fill the 
summer sky, scent the summer 
air, and add musical fancy to 
this magical season!

Exhibit Now Open

5317.770.4400
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Park Programs

Nature Kids
Preschool 
Gathering 
Bring the little ones and join us as we explore 
nature! We start our program by learning about 
a specific nature topic and then head outside to 
explore the woods and prairie at preschooler 
speed. Parents join in to encourage discovery 
alongside their child. Dress for the weather – 
we will try to go out every meeting! Give your 
children the love of nature. 
Ages: Best for preschoolers, ages 3 to 5 
Location: CCNC 
Pre-registration: Preferred. 
Register by calling 317-774-2500 or emailing 
cool.naturecenter@hamiltoncounty.in.gov  

Look for Crawdads 
in Cool Creek- 
Wear your old shoes, we might get wet! 
Date: Wednesday, August 19 
Time: 10:30 am 

Opossums are 
Cool Creatures – 
Learn about Indiana’s
only marsupial!
 
Dates: Wednesday, September 9 
            Thursday, September 10
Time: 10:30 am 

Tracking Animals 
in the Woods – 
Lets look for animal prints!
Dates: Wednesday, October 14 
            Thursday, October 15
Time: 10:30 am 

Indiana Young Birders 
Annual Conference 
The Indiana Young Birders Club will be holding its second 
annual conference at the Cool Creek Nature Center. The 
conference will feature speakers from the Indiana Young Birders 
Club as well as a keynote speaker. If you would 
like more information, please check the website 
www.indianayoungbirders.org. 
   Date: Saturday, August 22
   Time: 8:00 am  
   Ages: Birders young and old 
   Cost: $10 for Students. $20 for Adults. 
            Children under 8 are Free. 
   Location: CCNC
   Pre-registration: Preferred. 
 Register at www.indianaaudubon.org/IndianaYoungBirders 

The Buzz about Pollinators 
Did you know there are more species of pollinators than just 
bees?  Did you know our pollinators are in trouble?  Buzz on in to 
this program to learn about our native pollinators, our forgotten 
pollinators, how they benefit us, and how we can help them in 
today’s environment
Date: Saturday, August 29
Time: 1:00 pm
Ages:  All ages (older students and adults)
Location:  CCNC
Pre-registration: Preferred.
Register by calling 317-774-2500 or email 
holly.faust@hamiltoncounty.in.gov 

Gardening for Birds- 
Native Plants and 
Improvements Birds Love 
Join Amanda Smith,  Superintendent of Natural 
Resources and Education and Indiana Native 
Plant and Wildflower Society Central Chapter 
President, as we explore our backyard through 
the eyes of a bird. We will discuss what 
these feathery critters 
are attracted to, what 
hazards they face in 
our yards, and what 
we can do both inside 
the home and in our 
yards to protect the 
communities we share. 
Date: Saturday, August 29
Time: 4:00 pm
Ages: Adults 
       Location: CCNC
             Preregistration: Not Required.

.........

.........

.........
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All-American Animals / July 1
Celebrate our country’s birthday early with Coyote Chris 
of Silly Safaris. Animals that get us excited about our 
independence will be featured! 

Nocturnal Animals / July 8
Indiana WILD will be joining us for a program all about 
animals of the night! These highly adaptive nocturnal 
creatures are as interesting as they are unusual! 

Baby! It’s Wild Outside / July 15
Utopia Wildlife Rehabilitators will talk with us about the 
do’s and don’ts of wildlife that we might encounter in our 
communities. Some of their own rehabilitated animals will 
be on hand to help us understand when our help is needed 
and when it is actually harmful for wildlife and us!  

REALLY Dangerous Animals / July 22
Amazon John with Silly Safaris is back with some REALLY 
DANGEROUS ANIMALS! Be sure to make it to this 
exhilarating show. 

Surviving summer with ANIMALIA / July 29 
In the heat of the summer, survival can be challenging for 
many animals as they deal with difficult conditions such as 
increased temperatures and limited resources such as water 
and territory. Find out how animals stay cool and see if they 
have what it takes to be a survivor. 

Cool Creek Camp

Join us around the Cool Creek campfire ring for songs, 
presentations, and marshmallows. Cindy Baney, music 
educator with Moriah Music, will start the evening off with 
music. Special speakers will then entertain guests each 
week with topics about snakes, birds, turtles, and more. 
Hang out with your family and friends during these special 
Wednesday evenings. Don’t forget to bring your lawn chairs 
or blankets.

Dates: July 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
Time: 7:00 pm
Ages: All
Cost: Free
Location: CCP (north side of the park) 
Pre-registration: Not Required.

fiiresf

The park staff will occasionally 

take pictures of participants at our 

parks, programs, and special events.  

Photos may be used in future 

publications or online for marketing 

purposes. If you do not want your picture 

taken, please inform the photographer.

Plan a break from the books to learn about 
our great outdoors and get your kids out in 
nature. We will discuss a particular topic and 
then explore nature. Kids that spend time in 
nature are happier, healthier and smarter! 
Ages: Best for school-aged children
Location: CCNC 
Pre-registration: Preferred. 
Register by calling 317-774-2500 or emailing 
cool.naturecenter@hamiltoncounty.in.gov  

Creek Stomp 
in Cool Creek – 
Get wet and learn about stream health. 
Date: Thursday, August 27 
Time: 1:00 pm 

Bird Migration- – 
Where do Birds Go
in Winter?
Feel free to bring information to share about 
your favorite migratory bird. 
Date: Thursday, September 24  
Time: 1:00 pm 

Let’s Talk about Spiders  
Bring your favorite spider story to share.
Date: Thursday, October 29 
Time: 1:00 pm 

Homeschool Hikers

7
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    Join us for our Halloween 
     costume swap! Bring an        

            unwanted costume or 
costume accessory and SWAP

 it for another  one. This is a 
great way to reuse costumes that no longer

 fit and save money at the same time!
Please note the following: 

*Please only bring costumes that are clean and 
in good condition. 

*Any make-up/face paint donated must be 
sealed/unused.

*If you are unable to find a re-used costume 
you would like to swap for, you may donate 

your costume or reclaim 
your original costume - if it has not 

already been claimed by someone else.
*Feel free to donate costumes 

without swapping!
*For more information, 

please contact us at 317-774-2500. 

Dates: Saturday, October 10
 Saturday, October 17

Time: 1:00 - 4:00 pm
Ages: Families 

Cost: Free
Location: CCNC

Pre-registration: Not Required.

Costume Swap

Re-boo!
Re-wear!

Re-Scare!

Trick-or-Treat Trail!
Our young visitors will trick-or-treat their way
through this spooky, yet age appropriate event. 

• Craft stations
• Not-so-scary Nature Trail
• Spook-tacular shelter
• Live Owls with a Wildlife Educator 
• Monster Mash Dance area 
• Marshmallows at the campfire ring 

Dates: October 27-30  •  Time: 6:00 - 8:00 pm    
Location: CCP  •   Cost: $1 per person
Ages: Preschool and elementary-aged school children
and their families

Looking to SCARE up Some Funds?
We are seeking individuals and groups that want  to raise money 
for their community organization by volunteering at Haunted 
Trails.  Call 317-774-2509 or email volunteer@hamiltoncounty.in.gov 
for complete volunteer opportunity details.    

              Bring a non-perishable or canned food item to 
       donate to Amanda Strong Food for the Needy.

     Did you know there are more pollinators 
than just bees?  Did you know our 
pollinators are in trouble?  Buzz on in to 
this program to learn about our native 
pollinators, our forgotten pollinators, how 
they benefit us, and how we can help them 
in today’s environment.

Date: Wednesday, August 26
Time: 1:00 pm
Ages:  Best for school-aged children (6 and up)
Location:  CCNC
Pre-registration: Preferred. 
Register by calling 317-774-2500 or email 
holly.faust@hamiltoncounty.in.gov 

The Buzz on Pollinators - Homeschool Program

Make your way through the “boo-tiful” woods of Cool Creek 
Park for our annual Haunted Trails Halloween event! Ghouls 
and goblins are lurking at every turn and waiting for you to 
arrive. Trail not recommended for kids under 12, but there 
will be lots of non-scary activities for the little ones in the 
Trick-or-Treat Trail - a campfire, free hayrides and more!
Dates: October 27-30 • Time: 7:00 - 10:00 pm  
Location: CCP   •   Cost: $5 per person

8



Throughout 2014, individuals and groups 
from the community donated 5,624 hours of 
their time to Hamilton County Parks, in effect 
saving the department $67,488. These hard workers 
beautified parks and prairies, tended animals, 
monitored native plants, staffed park events and 
provided administrative support.

On the evening of April 14th a special volunteer 
recognition event was held in the ballroom at 
Coxhall Mansion.  Twenty-seven volunteers ranging 
from high-school students to retirees attended. Parks 
Director Al Patterson gave a private mansion tour 
that was very well received. Later guests gathered 
for dinner, drawings and awards. Upon leaving, 
one volunteer excitedly whispered, “Can we do this 
again next year?”

We are very grateful for the local businesses whose 
generosity made this event possible:  Coalition Pizza, 
Chick-fil-A in Westfield, Union Baking Company, 
Starbucks (161st & Springmill), Perennials Plus, Big 
Hoffa’s and Kroger (161st & Springmill).

If you would like to join this elite group of heroes in 
making a difference in our community, please call 
317-774-2509. 

317.770.4400

 
Snakes, tarantulas, and scorpions can give anyone a 
creepy-crawly feeling! Snakehead Ed isn’t afraid of them! 
He will be sharing these critters with guests and busting 
many of the myths people have about these fascinating 
creatures.
Date: Monday, October 19
Time: 11:00 am
Ages: Best for school-aged children 
Cost: Free
Location: CCNC
Pre-registration: Not Required  

Creatures of the Night 
with Animalia 
What is a nocturnal animal? Why would an animal want 
to come out at night instead of during the day? How do 
animals get around, hunt, or protect themselves at night? 
Learn the answers to these questions while interacting 
with real creatures of the night. 

Date: Thursday, October 22  
Time: 11:00 am
Ages: Best for school-aged 
children 
Cost: Free
Location: CCNC
Pre-registration: 
Not Required  

Nocturnal Animals 
with Indiana WILD
Are you a little freaked out by spiders, 
bats, snakes, or bugs? Well a little education about these 
cool critters can go a long way to help quell the fears that 
many of us have. Indiana WILD will have several live 
animals and lots of information for the audience! 
Date: Friday, October 23  
Time: 11:00 am
Ages: Best for school-aged children 
Cost: Free
Location: CCNC
Pre-registration: Not Required  

Fall Break Programs

The Buzz on Pollinators - Homeschool Program

Parks Volunteering!

Creepy Critters with Snakehead Ed

Community Seed Day
If you are looking for some neat landscaping 
ideas using native Indiana plants, you and your 
family will not want to miss Community Seed 
Day! Guests are welcome to collect seeds from 
the prairie and native flower beds to use in their 
landscaping at home. A naturalist will be available 
to assist in identification and germinating tips.

Ages: Best for All Ages
Cost: Free
Pre-registration: Not Required.

Strawtown Koteewi Park:
Date: Saturday, October 10
Time: 11:00 am - 3:00 pm

Cool Creek Park:
Date: Saturday, October 17
Time: 11:00 am - 3:00 pm

9
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Hikes
Beginning Bird Hikes
Birds are fascinating and watching them can be an awe-
inspiring experience. However, catching a glimpse of 
these gorgeous creatures can be frustrating and learning 
how to identify all of them can be overwhelming! Join 
our Naturalist staff and other guest leaders (when 
available) Sunday and Wednesday mornings and we will 
learn together. This will be a great opportunity for bird-
watchers of all levels. You may begin anytime during the 
season and come as often as you like. Pre-registration is 
not required. Don’t forget your binoculars! 

Cool Creek Park: These hikes meet in the north 
parking lot of Cool Creek Park; past the Nature Center.
Dates:  July 8, 12, 15, 22, 26, 29; 
 August 9, 12, 19, 23, 26;
 September 6, 9, 16, 20, 23, 30; 
 October 4, 14, 18, 21, 28
Time: 8:30 am  
Cost: Free
Ages: Adults and older children
Pre-registration: Not Required.  

Strawtown Koteewi Park: These hikes will meet at 
the Taylor Center of Natural History. 
Dates:  July 1; August 5; September 2; October 7
Time: 8:30 am  

Cost: Free
Ages: Adults

Pre-registration: Not Required.  

Saturday Morning Fall Migration 
Bird Hikes
Catch a peek at some beautiful birds as they make their 
annual trip south this fall. The hikes are led by well-known 
birder, Keith Starling. Hurry! Some birds will not stay 
around long. After the hike, stop by the Nature Center’s 
Wildlife Viewing Area for coffee and doughnuts. Don’t 
forget your binoculars! Fall migration bird hikes meet in the 
north parking lot of Cool Creek Park.  
Dates: August 29; September 5, 12, 19, 26  
Time: 8:00 am
Ages: Adults and older children
Cost: Free
Location: CCP
Pre-registration: Not Required. 

Who, Who, Who...
Hoosier Owl Hike
Join us at Cool Creek Nature Center for a program about the 
owls of Indiana! Fun facts and identification techniques will 
be covered. After that we will head out and call for some 
owls in hopes of seeing or hearing some that are in the area.
Date: Saturday, October 17  
Time: 7:00 pm 
Ages: All 
Cost: Free
Location: CCNC
Pre-registration: Preferred. 
Register by calling 317-774-2500 or emailing 
cool.naturecenter@hamiltoncounty.in.gov 
  

Cool Creek Park
As summer comes to an end and fall begins lets 
read about how our world is changing. Join us 
for a nature-inspired storytime.
Dates:  Tuesday, August 18 
            Tuesday, September 1
            Tuesday, September 15
 Tuesday, October 6
 Tuesday, October 20 
Time: 11:00 am 
Ages: Preschoolers
Cost: Free
Location: CCNC 
Pre-registration: Preferred. Register by calling 
317-774-2500 or emailing 
cool.naturecenter@hamiltoncounty.in.gov  

Strawtown Koteewi Park
Dates: Thursday, August 20
           Thursday, September 17 
           Thursday, October 22 
            Time: 11:00 am 
  Ages: Preschoolers
  Cost: Free
  Location: TCNH 
  Pre-registration: Preferred. 
  Register by calling 317-774-2500 
  or emailing 
  cool.naturecenter@hamiltoncounty.in.gov  
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Strawtown Koteewi Park
Dates: Thursday, August 20
           Thursday, September 17 
           Thursday, October 22 
            Time: 11:00 am 
  Ages: Preschoolers
  Cost: Free
  Location: TCNH 
  Pre-registration: Preferred. 
  Register by calling 317-774-2500 
  or emailing 
  cool.naturecenter@hamiltoncounty.in.gov  

Naturalist-led Tour at 
Coxhall Children’s Garden
Take a tour of the Children’s Garden located at Coxhall Gardens with 
a Naturalist and discover the inspiration behind this magical little 
spot. All sorts of ideas went into designing this children’s area and our 
Naturalist will let you in on the story as we walk around and “play”. 
This program will meet at the entrance of the Children’s Garden. 
Dates:  Thursday, July 9
 Thursday, August 20
 Thursday, September 3 
 Thursday, October 15
Time: 11:00 am
Ages: Parents and their children
Cost: Free
Location: CHG 
Pre-registration: Not Required.  

f

f

Night Hike
Walk with a naturalist through wooded trails to enjoy the 
sights and sounds of nature’s night life. Discover what 
animals roam in the dark and how they survive. Find out 
about the more friendly side of our wonderful wildlife. This 
walk begins inside the Nature Center.
Dates: Tuesday, October 20
Time: 7:30 pm
Ages: Best for all ages
Cost: Free
Location: CCNC
Pre-registration: Preferred. Register by calling 317-774-2500 or 
emailing cool.naturecenter@hamiltoncounty.in.gov  

Butterflly Host Plant 
Presentation and Hike
Join our Superintendent of Natural Resources for a brief 
presentation and hike that focuses on the native plants that 
are either a host or provide nectar for butterflies will be 
called out and discussed. If you are interested in learning 
more about the relationship between butterflies and native 
plants, or you would like to know which native plants are 
best for butterflies, this program will provide you with that 
knowledge. The prairie should be in full bloom, providing 
some great opportunities for landscaping ideas and 
photography (bring your camera). 

Date: Saturday, August 1 
Time: 3:00 pm 
Ages: Adults 
Cost: Free
Location: TCNH
Pre-registration: Not Required.  

Woodland Fall Wild  lower Hike
Walk the trails of Cool Creek Park with a Naturalist in 
search of fall wildflowers. We will explore both our prairie 
and forest habitats for these seasonal flowers. The group 
will discuss medicinal and edible attributes of the flowers 
as well as folklore that may be associated with them. This 
hike begins inside the Nature Center. 
Date: Saturday, September 12 
Time: 1:00 pm
Ages: Adults 
Cost: Free
Location: CCP
Pre-registration: Not Required.  

Fall Colors Tree Hike 
Amongst the beautiful backdrop of Potter’s Bridge, we 
will check out the fleeting beauty of fall. Our Naturalist 
will discuss fall colors, tree uses, and fun facts. This hike 
will meet in front of the bathrooms, close to the opening 
of the bridge. 
Date: Saturday, October 3 at 12:00 pm
(during the Fall Festival)  
Time: 12:00 – 1:30 pm 
Ages: Adults and older children 
Cost: Free
Location: PBP
Pre-registration: Not Required.  

11
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Summer Wild Edibles
Join George Hedgepeth of Briar Patch Outdoors 
for an afternoon of learning about Indiana’s edible 
and useful summer plants. We will cover a variety 
of habitats identifying species of herbs, trees, and 
shrubs available during the mid-summer. We will 
learn about plants for food, medicine, fiber, dyes, 
and other purposes. We will harvest a variety of local 
plants and do a tasting at the end of the hike. 

Date: Saturday, July 11
Time: 12:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Ages: 12 and up
Cost: Free
Location: TCNH
Pre-registration: Required. Register 
by calling 317-774-2574 or emailing 
christy.brocken@hamiltoncounty.in.gov

 

Taylor Center of Natural History at Strawtown Koteewi Park
The Taylor Center of Natural History is open daily! Visitors are invited to discover the colorful local 
history that stretches thousands of years into the past. Artifacts recovered by professional archaeologists 
in previous excavations are on display in our exhibit room. More than eight miles of trails are open, 
so don’t forget your hiking shoes and sense of adventure! Group tours or presentations can also be 
arranged by calling 317-774-2574. 
Hours:  Monday-Saturday   10:00 am - 5:00 pm 
 Sunday   1:00 pm - 5:00 pm

PLEASE NOTE: Taylor Center closed on: July 3 and 4; September 7 

Artifact Spotlight 
The Taylor Center of Natural History is now highlighting a different artifact from our collection with each 
new Chatterbox publication. Be sure to stop in the Taylor Center of Natural History to learn more about the 
fall Chatterbox artifact highlight. 

Strawtown Enclosure-Native American Village Tours 
Our interpretive staff will be conducting tours of the Strawtown Enclosure, a Native American village that 
was inhabited over 700 years ago. During these tours we will discuss the Native Americans who built and 
used the enclosure and see some of the artifacts recovered by archaeologists. The tours will begin inside the 
Taylor Center of Natural History and include a short stroll to the village site. For more information, please 
contact us at 317-774-2574. 
Dates:   Saturdays at 11:00 am
    Sundays at 2:00 pm

Note: Tours will not be offered on July 4 and during September. 



Be a Parks Volunteer!

13317.770.4400

Date: Saturday, August 8
Time: 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Ages: Best for school-aged children and adults.
Cost: Free
Location: TCNH
Pre-registration: Preferred. 
Register by calling 317-774-2574 or emailing  
taylor.center@hamiltoncounty.in.gov

Encounter with a Fur Trader
Ever wanted to travel back in time? Come and meet a fur 
trader from the 1750’s. Learn about his everyday life and 
adventures.
Date: Tuesday, October 21
Time: 1:00 pm 
Ages: For school-aged children and adults
Location: SKP
Pre-registration: Preferred. 
Register by calling 317-774-2574 or emailing 
steve.mattingly@hamiltoncounty.in.gov  

Volunteer opportunities include general 
park up-keep, assisting with special events, 
helping with gardening, caring for the Nature 
Center ’s wildlife friends, greenhouse tending, 
landscaping, cleaning, socializing, educating 
and more.
 
Check out the programs and events in this issue 
that offer volunteer opportunities. Look for the 
volunteer symbol throughout The Chatterbox! To 
volunteer, please call 317-774-2509 or visit us at 
myhamiltoncountyparks.com.

          Volunteering for the Hamilton County    
      Parks and Recreation Department can be a 
fun and rewarding experience!

En Plein Air Painting Class
Join us at beautiful Strawtown Koteewi Park for an 
evening of outdoor painting. Participants in this 
informal painting series will receive basic painting 
instruction from professional artist David Johnson. 
Participants will be encouraged to select their own 
subject matter from the surroundings of Strawtown 
Koteewi Park. Please bring your own canvas, brushes 
and paints. We have a limited supply of easels to 
share, if you have your own please bring it, as well as 
your favorite beverage or picnic dinner.
Dates:   Friday, July 31(full moon, blue moon), 
  Friday, August 28 
 Friday, September 25 
 Friday, October 23

Time: 6:00 pm 
Ages: Best for school-aged 
children and adults.
Cost: Free
Location: TCNH
Pre-registration: Required. 
Register by calling 317-774-2576 
or emailing 
christy.brocken@hamiltoncounty.in.gov

Fossils and Minerals and Rocks,
Oh My!
Come and join the TCNH staff for a Geology Open House. 
This will be an opportunity to learn about the geology of 
Indiana and the various minerals, rock types, and fossils 
that are found in our state. There will be some hands on 
activities and also samples and specimens on display 
throughout the day. One of our staff members with a 
geology background will be available for discussion and 
questions during this time.
Date: Saturday, July 25
Time: 11:00 am - 4:00 pm
Ages: Best for school-aged children and adults.
Cost: Free
Location: TCNH
Pre-registration: Preferred. 
Register by calling 317-774-2574 or emailing 
taylor.center@hamiltoncounty.in.gov

Garden Harvest and Native 
American Cooking
Come spend the afternoon with Cindy Deardorff as she 
demonstrates native lifeways around The Three Sisters 
Garden. She will talk about the ways the garden was 
planted, maintained, and harvested. Cindy will also 
discuss what type of crops were planted and how 
these crops were preserved for the coming winter. She 
will also demonstrate pre-contact cooking from the 
foods that were harvested. Food and seed displays 
will be onsite.

13
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Our tradition of celebrating Indiana’s Archaeology 
Month continues in 2015 at Strawtown Koteewi Park! 
We will host a variety of opportunities for groups and 
individuals alike! Our activities will bring to life the 
daily events of Strawtown Koteewi Park’s original 
inhabitants by combining the research gleaned from 10+ 
years of archaeological investigations with historical and 
contemporary accounts of the lifeways of Indiana’s Native 
peoples. Demonstrations will be paired with hands-on 
opportunities for visitors of all ages! The various activities 
are sure to engage all the senses while also educating our 
patrons about Native American culture and history! 

Group Scheduling: 
Schedule your group today for a fun, educational experience! 
Our staff and partners will be conducting programs during 
select days the last two weeks of September. Please call to 
register soon in order to reserve space for your group. 

Dates: September 15 - October 2 (Tuesday-Saturday) 
Time: 10:00 am – 4:00 pm
Ages: Best for school-aged children and adults
Cost: Free
Location: TCNH
Pre-registration: Required. 
Register by calling 317-774-2501 email 
amanda.smith@hamiltoncounty.in.gov  

Earth and Fire Pottery Workshop
The Taylor Center of Natural History welcomes back Erik 
Vosteen, Assistant Director of the Great Lakes Lifeways 
Institute, for two days of traditional pottery making and 
firing in celebration of Indiana’s archaeology month. Join 
us first for an all day workshop where participants will 
construct their own traditional pottery vessel using hand 
dug “wild” clay as well as traditional tools and methods 
under Erik’s guidance. Participants will then return the 
next week to ground fire their vessel to take home. This is 
a great program for anyone interested in ancient lifeways, 
pottery, or archaeology. Don’t miss this opportunity to 
work with one of the best replica pottery specialists in 
the region. 

Space is limited, so sign up
early! Registration closes 
September 1, 2015. Program 
is best for older children 
and adults.
Dates: Saturday, August 29 and Saturday, September 5
Times: 10:00 am – 4:00 pm August 29 (includes an hour  
             lunch break)
             1:00 – 3:00 pm September 5
Ages: Best for adults and older children
Cost: $45
Location: TCNH
Pre-registration: Required.
Register by calling 317-774-2576 or emailing 
christy.brocken@hamiltoncounty.in.gov
 

Ask an Expert- 
American Indian Artifact ID
Do you have some arrowheads, stone tools, or other 
Native American artifacts? Join archaeologist Jim Mohow 
as he helps artifact collectors identify personal collection 
pieces. When possible, Mr. Mohow will share the dates 
and stories associated with these fascinating relics of the 
past and the people who used them. 
Date: Saturday, September 19 
Ages: Adults and older children 
Cost: Free
Location: TCNH
Pre-registration: Not Required.

Native Games and Skills
Join us during Archaeology Month for an afternoon of fun 
and learning!  We will play Native American games, learn 
about some tools and artifacts found right here in the park, 
and even try our hands at throwing spears with the atlatl! 
Dates: Saturday, September 26
Time: 1:00 – 3:00 pm 
Ages: Best for children third grade and up
Location: TCNH
Pre-registration: Not Required.

 

Indiana’s Archaeology Month Celebration 
at Strawtown Koteewi Park
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Plant Remains as Artifacts: 
Enriching our Understanding 
of Prehistory
Jocelyn Turner from the Department of Anthropology of 
Indiana University-Bloomington will give a presentation 
on plant remains as artifacts. As an archaeobotanist 
– an archaeologist who studies plant remains from 
archaeological sites, Jocelyn’s research looks at the 
ways prehistoric people used plants for food, medicine, 
ceremony, shelter, clothing, and even trade. She’ll talk 
about what is known about the plant foodways and 
agricultural practices of the various cultural groups that 
lived in late prehistoric Indiana, specifically in both the 
lower Ohio and White River Valley (especially Strawtown 
Bottom). Samples of plant remains will be available so you 
can see what this material looks like, and try your hand at 
identifying some of them!
Date: Saturday, September 12
Time: 2:00 pm 
Ages: Best for young adults and adults.
Cost: Free
Location: TCNH
Pre-registration: Not Required. 

Late Pre-Columbian Subsistence 
Practices, Warfare, and Climate 
Change on the Prairie-Plains of 
the Midwest
Dr. Jeremy Wilson (Anthropology, IUPUI) will discuss his 
research team’s recent and ongoing archaeological and 
paleoclimatological investigations of subsistence, warfare, 
and climate change during the Mississippian era (AD 1050-
1450) in the Illinois and Ohio River valleys, emphasizing 
the implications for settlement patterns and demographic 
change across the Midwest. He will stress the need to 
develop sustainable multidisciplinary collaborations 
to answer some of the most complex questions in 
archaeology today such as Indiana University’s ongoing 
National Science Foundation Research Experience for 
Undergraduates that seeks to broaden participation in the 
environmental and archaeological sciences.

Archaeology Month 
Lecture Series

Date: Saturday, September 19
Time: 2:00 pm 
Ages: Best for young adults and adults.
Cost: Free
Location: TCNH
Pre-registration: Not Required.

Native American Mounds and 
Earthworks of Indiana: 
A Statewide Inventory 
The Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology 
(DHPA) of the Indiana Department of Natural 
Resources received a FY 2010 Preserve America grant 
to inventory pre-contact Native American earthworks 
in Indiana. Archaeology partners from the University of 
Notre Dame, Indiana University-Purdue University Ft. 
Wayne, Ball State University, Human Environment, and 
Gray & Pape, Inc., completed a state-wide collection 
of references to earthworks in Indiana. The inventory 
resulted in the documentation of 1183 earthwork sites 
consisting of at least 2100 individual earthworks.  
Donald Cochran, a Principal Investigator for the grant, 
presents a power point overview of the project.
Date: Saturday, September 19
Time: 11:00 am 
Ages: Best far young adults and adults.
Cost: Free
Location: TCNH
Pre-registration: Not Required. 

On the Wild (but funny!) Side of 
Midwestern Archaeology
We are very pleased to welcome Dr. Larry Zimmerman 
(Anthropology, IUPUI) for this entertaining look at 
Midwestern Archaeology. Did the ancient Welsh Prince 
Madoc visit Indiana? Who was that 9’ 8” giant from 
Brewersville anyway? Did Vikings visit Minnesota in 
the 14th Century? Does Bigfoot roam Bloomington at 
night carving Ogham runes on campus buildings? Dr. 
Zimmerman’s heavily illustrated talk takes a light-
hearted look at the wild and often funny ideas the 
people of the Midwest have about the ancient past 
of the region. At the same time, the talk has a serious 
message about critical thinking, the public, and the way 
we process the past.
Date: Saturday, September 26
Time: 2:00 pm 
Ages: Best for young adults and adults.
Cost: Free
Location: TCNH
Pre-registration: Not Required. 
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 Nature Trunks on Loan 
 at the Cool Creek 
 Nature Center!

We have five trunks available for area educators to use as
an additional resource for their classes!  These kits would 
make a great addition to any classroom or program that 
focuses on Indiana wildlife.  Educators including scout 
leaders, teachers, and home-school families are all 
eligible to borrow the trunks.  
The trunks available are:
The Wildlife Trunk consists of a variety of native 
skulls/bones, shells, skins, mounts, track molds and cards.
The Tree-mendous Tree Trunk includes many books,
field guides, lesson plans, activity ideas, movies, wood 
samples and posters.
The Fur File includes fifteen real mammal furs with 
corresponding fact cards, and additional lesson plans and 
resources for educators.
The Bird Trunk includes bird skulls, silhouettes, bird 
books, and other bird-related education materials.
The Go FishIN’ Trunk contains fishing rods, reels, 
fishing tackle, games and related literature to teach others 
how to go fishing.
To check on the trunks’ availability for your upcoming 
programs, contact Holly Faust at 317-774-2500 or email 
holly.faust@hamiltoncounty.in.gov.  There is no charge to 
borrow the trunks.
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/skpPark Programs

Recent developments and upcoming additions to 
Strawtown Koteewi Park are creating a destination that will 
provide days - not hours, of unique recreational experiences!  
Known for its archaeological significance, the park will 
expand its offerings to include amenities that will entertain 
and educate visitors with diverse interests.  In addition to 
the recently opened, state-of-the-art - Koteewi Range Sport 
& Target Archery Center, watch for features that will begin 
to appear over the course of the next twelve to thirty-six 
months … or maybe even sooner!  

Exciting new additions to watch for:
• An equestrian facility for public use
• An aerial park, complete with sky trails
• A family-friendly tubing hill
• Expansion of the archaeological interpretive exhibit  
   adjacent to Taylor Center of Natural History
• A 19-acre recreational lake
• Installation of connecting, historic bridges spanning 
   the White River

Strawtown Koteewi Park - – 
That was then ... this is WOW!

With the expansive (and exciting) list of current and 
planned developments, you can begin to understand why 
the Hamilton County Parks and Recreation team is excited 
about the changes taking place in Hamilton County’s 
largest park - Strawtown Koteewi Park!  For more 
information and regular updates concerning the above  
    list of features and facilities, 
                                      please call 317-770-4400 or visit          
                                            myhamiltoncountyparks.com.
  

Hamilton County’s Haunts 
(and Other Exciting Locations)!
Nicole and Michael Kobrowski of Unseenpress.com, Inc. 
present some of their favorite paranormal investigations, 
including Hamilton County’s most haunted locations. Join 
us to hear stories, see evidence and find out more about 
paranormal investigation. This is a great opportunity to 
ask real paranormal investigators questions about their 
research!
Date: Saturday, October 17
Time: 1:00 pm 
Ages: Adults and older children.
Cost: Free
Location: TCNH
Pre-registration: Preferred. 
Register by calling 317-774-2574 
or emailing 
taylor.center@hamiltoncounty.in.gov

 Photos by Bill Scheibelhut

William Atwell posing with 
his archery disc target “hit.”

 Photo by Matt Vincent
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16th Annual

Potter’s Bridge 
Fall Festival

Invasive Removal
Come help us restore the ecological health of Cool 
Creek Park by removing invasive honeysuckle. This 
prevents them from crowding out native trees, shrubs 
and flowers in your park.  

This project requires cutting and spraying.

Dates: Saturday, September 12 
 Saturday, October 17 
Times: 9:00 am – 12:00 pm
Ages: 8 and up. Minors must have signed parental 
permission; those under 14 must have an adult present.
Cost: Free
Location: Cool Creek Park, meeting location will be 
emailed 2-3 days ahead 
Pre-registration: Required. Please register online at 
www.myhamiltoncountyparks.com, click on “Sign up for 
Parks Volunteer Opportunities” and click on “Search”

Questions? Call 317-774-2509 or email 
volunteer@hamiltoncounty.in.gov
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Mind your 
Manners 
and 
Murder at 
the Mansion

The Guild of Coxhall Estate is staging two very 
different events designed to educate and entertain 
guests in October and November!

Manners at the Mansion 
On October 5, the final youth etiquette workshop of 
the year, entitled Manners at the Mansion, will be 
offered to youths in grades four through eight.  This 
invaluable workshop will educate youths in the proper 
ways in which to conduct themselves in social settings.  
Registration details may be found below.
Date: Monday, October 5
Time: 7:00 – 8:30 pm
Cost: $20 per person or $35 for two family members
Location: CHG - Coxhall Mansion
Pre-registration: Required. No later than October 1.  
Contact Sharon Terry at 317-846-5980 or 
sharontterry@gmail.com
 
Murder at the Mansion 
Mystery and murder are on the menu at the Coxhall 
Mansion, Saturday, November 14th.  It will be up to 
clever dinner guests, who will be treated to a four-course 
gourmet meal, to solve a murder by touring the mansion, 
searching for possible murder sites and clues.  Complete 
details for Murder at the Mansion are located below.
Date: Saturday, November 14
Time: Cocktail hour and mansion tour 6:30 pm; 
dinner at 7:30 pm
Cost: $50 per person or $90 per couple
Location: CHG - Coxhall Mansion
Pre-registration: Required, 
by no later than November 9.  
Contact Sharon Terry 
at 317-846-5980 
or sharontterry@gmail.com

317.770.4400

Enjoy a special autumn day at Potter’s 
Bridge Park during the 16th annual 
Potter’s Bridge Fall Festival. Listen to 
live music, visit the more than seventy 
arts, crafts, and food booths, watch your 
little ones play in the KidZone, or simply 
take in the natural beauty of Noblesville’s 
most scenic park on the White River 
Greenway Trail.
Date: Saturday, October 3
Time: 11:00 am - 3:00 pm
Cost: Free to the public, 
$30 for 10x10 booth space*
Location: PBP

*Are you an arts and crafts vendor 
interested in selling your creations? 
To learn more about this unique 
vending opportunity or to register, 
call  317-770-4400 or visit the 
forms link on our website at 
myhamiltoncountyparks.com. Hurry, 
deadline is September 19, 2015.



Hamilton County Parks and Recreation, in partnership 
with Riverview Health, is staging its annual Twilight 
Trail Run & Walk on Saturday, September 26th.  The 
competitive run/fun walk event will once again take 
place on the beautiful grounds of Strawtown Koteewi 
Park.  Includes NEW event distances: 10K, 5K, and (as 
in 2014) a 2.5 mile fun run/walk. Plan to join in on the 
NEW 3-run training series. 

Food and refreshments will be available for purchase 
and free entertainment and activities will be provided 
throughout the event. The evening will culminate 
with awards being presented to the top finishers 
following completion of the run/walk.

Date:  September 26, 4:00-8:00 pm 
Time: Onsite registration begins at 3:00 pm,
run/walk begins at 5:30 pm 
Pricing: 10K - $35 registration, $40 day-of event
5K - $25 pre-registration, $30 day-of event
2.2 Mile - $20 pre-registration, $25 day-of event
2.2 Mile Youth Race - $20 pre-registration, $25 day-of 
event
Training Series (with one of the runs above) $20
Training Series (only) $35.  Register at 
twilighttrailruns.com. For event details, call 
317-770-4400 or visit myhamiltoncountyparks.com

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26

Proceeds from this event benefit Friends of Hamilton County 
Parks and its efforts to maintain and develop 

Strawtown Koteewi Park.
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Registration includes long-sleeve tech shirt and finisher’s medal. 
No shirt is guaranteed for any registrations after September 20.
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Bray Family Homestead Park (BFHP)2.
4528 Sheridan Ave, Noblesville

Administration Office1.
15513 S. Union Street, Carmel

12.
12308 Strawtown Ave, Noblesville

White River Campground (WRCG)13.
11299 E. 234th Street, Cicero

Rookery Preserve (RP)11.
25440 Scherer Ave, Arcadia

Riverwood Canoe Landing (RCL)10.
20814 Riverwood Ave, Noblesville

River Road Park (RRP)9.
12575 River Road, Carmel

Potter’s Bridge Park (PBP)8.
19401 N. Allisonville Road, Noblesville

Morse Park & Beach (MPB)7.
19777 Morse Park Lane, Noblesville

Lafayette Trace Park (LTP)6.
15796 E. Strawtown Ave, Noblesville

Geist Park (GP) 5.
10979 Florida Road, Fortville

Coxhall Gardens (CHG)4.
116th Street & Towne Road, Carmel

Cool Creek Park (CCP)/(CCNC)3.
2000 E. 151st Street, Carmel

(317) 770-4400

(317) 770-4400

(317) 774-2500

(317) 774-2582

(317) 770-4400

(317) 770-4400

(317) 770-4400

(317) 770-4400

(317) 770-4400

(317) 770-4400

(317) 770-4400

(317) 774-2574

(317) 770-4430

N

To
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d.

Strawtown Koteewi Park (SKP)/(TCNH)

Sept. 6th   -  Rodney Stepp & the 
                      Steppin’ Out Band
Sept. 13th  - Staci McCrackin & Euphony
Sept. 20th  - The Stepp Walker Project
Sept. 27th  - Stella Luna and the Satellites

Concerts in the Centerpiece
Sundays - 5-7 PM

317.770.4400 19



   Family Fun Times!
WHITE RIVER CAMPGROUND 2015

Full Hook-up

Electric and Water

Primitive Site

Day Visitor

Recreation Room Rental

Shelter House Rental

Boat Launch

Dump Station

$25 $30 $130 $150

$5 $8 / /

$3 $5 / /

$60 $80 / /

$60 $80 / /

FREE FREE / /

$15 $20 $100 $120

$20 $25 $120 $130

CAMPSITE/FACILITY
DAILY WEEKLY

Hamilton 
County

Out of 
County

Hamilton 
County

Out of 
County

White River Campground

www.myhamiltoncountyparks.com20

   July 4 // July 4th Weekend Band and Kids Activities

July 18 // Magic Show, Crafts, and Nature Tour

   Aug 8 // Family Fun Time Activities

Sept 5 // Labor Day Weekend Band and Kids Activities

   Sept 19 // Family Fun Time Activities

Oct 10 // Halloween Weekend

   Oct 17 // Year-End Pitch-In Dinner

  ...and MORE!

White River Campground is surrounded by other nearby county 
parks known for their unique offerings and amenities, as well.  
Adjacent Strawtown Koteewi Park (SKP), featuring Koteewi Range
and the Taylor Center of Natural History (TCNH), and Potter’s 
Bridge Park (PBP), where the historic Potter’s Covered Bridge is 
located, offer added opportunities to expand your getaway 
options, at no additional cost!  Locations, events and programming 
provided at these and other county parks can be found
throughout this Chatterbox Leisure Guide.

Throughout the 2015 season, White River Campground 
will offer quality entertainment and activities that are 
designed to add to the enjoyment of the camping 
experience for the entire family! 
For specific details regarding the following campground 
events and programming,please call 317-770-4430.

NOW OFFERING WIFI!

Operating Dates:  April 15 - October 31
Location: 11299 East 234th Street, Cicero, IN 46034
Amenities:
• 100 modern campsites
• 7 primitive campsites
• water, electric and sewer
   hook-ups
• camp store, includes bait
   and tackle
• recreation room
• restrooms/shower facility
• laundry facility
• playground
• picnic shelter
• White River access
• WiFi

Reservations are
accepted 365 days 
in advance. Please 
call 317-770-4430

to make your
reservation...

today!

An exciting new attraction has been added to Morse Park and 
Beach that will offer an aquatic experience unlike any other in 
Central Indiana!  Guests to the beach may now play on a system of 
large-scale inflatables, that include a climbing pyramid, multiple 
slides and even a trampoline.  Hours of beach operation are 
11:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. through Labor Day.  Admission rates, special 
event booking information and complete Aqua Adventure 
Park details can be found by visiting edgeadventureparks.com or 
calling 317-770-4403.

New Aqua Adventure Park at Morse Beach Creates a BIG Splash!



   Family Fun Times!
WHITE RIVER CAMPGROUND 2015

Park Rentals

317.770.4400

Osprey Pointe Pavilion
Planning a shower, wedding reception, or any other
special event? Our indoor rental facility at Morse Park 
and Beach offers a lodge-like setting and is available for 
private functions.  Osprey Pointe is located on the banks 
of Morse Reservoir with a scenic view. The facility’s
seating capacity is 101 people and features a kitchenette 
and restrooms.

Facility Rental Rate: $160.50 for 4 hours
Non-resident Rate: $240.75 for 4 hours
Additional Hours: $42.80 per hour
Damage Deposit: $100
Alcohol Deposit: $400

Rental Rates include an on-site security guard and use of 
all tables and chairs. Coxhall Gardens Centerpiece

and Cripe Pavilion
Looking for a beautiful and serene location to hold 
your upcoming wedding and reception? The Coxhall
Gardens Centerpiece and Cripe Pavilion are now ready 
to rent for weddings, wedding receptions, and any other 
special event you may have on your calendar. Rental is 
available from April through October.

For more information and to rent this facility, please call 
Ritz Charles at 317-846-9158 or visit ritzcharles.com

Park Shelters
Looking for a place to have a picnic and enjoy your 
summer?  Our affordable picnic shelters are a perfect 
place to have a get-together!  Shelter rental is available 
from May 1st until September 30th.

 • Shelter rentals are for all-day use.
 • No refunds
 • Cash, check, money order, VISA or Mastercard only

Please call 317-770-4400 for rental information.

Morse Park and Beach

Shelters A,C,D
Shelter B

• Grill located at each shelter
• Shelters A,C,D hold approx. 50 people.
• Shelter B holds approx. 100 people.

Cool Creek Park

Shelters A,B,C,D

• Grill located at each shelter.
• Shelters hold approximately 50 people.

Shelter
Size

20’ x 30’

Shelter
Size

20’ x 30’
30’ x 40’

County
Resident
$50 +tax

County
Resident
$50 +tax

$100 +tax

Non-County
Resident
$80 +tax

Non-County
Resident
$80 +tax

$140 +tax

Geist Park

Shelter

• Grill located at each shelter.
• Shelters hold approximately 50 people.

Shelter
Size

20’ x 30’

County
Resident
$50 +tax

Non-County
Resident
$80 +tax
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   July 4 // July 4th Weekend Band and Kids Activities

July 18 // Magic Show, Crafts, and Nature Tour

   Aug 8 // Family Fun Time Activities

Sept 5 // Labor Day Weekend Band and Kids Activities

   Sept 19 // Family Fun Time Activities

Oct 10 // Halloween Weekend

   Oct 17 // Year-End Pitch-In Dinner

  ...and MORE!

White River Campground is surrounded by other nearby county 
parks known for their unique offerings and amenities, as well.  
Adjacent Strawtown Koteewi Park (SKP), featuring Koteewi Range
and the Taylor Center of Natural History (TCNH), and Potter’s 
Bridge Park (PBP), where the historic Potter’s Covered Bridge is 
located, offer added opportunities to expand your getaway 
options, at no additional cost!  Locations, events and programming 
provided at these and other county parks can be found
throughout this Chatterbox Leisure Guide.



   
  

www.myhamiltoncountyparks.com

2015
Calendar

July

Race to the 
New Year
Start your 2016 New Year’s 
resolution to get in shape at Cool 
Creek Park!  The Hamilton County 
Parks and Recreation Department 
is once again teaming up with 
Washington Township Parks and 
Recreation and Westfield Parks and 
Recreation to stage the 11th annual 
Race to the New Year 5K Walk and 
Run.  Awards will be presented in 
numerous categories.  
Date: Sat.,  January 2, 2016
Time: 9:30am
Registration: 8:15am
Location: CCNC

W1  a. Beginning Bird Hike – 8:30am – SKP
 b. Free Nature Program (Creek Stomp) –   
 10am, 12pm, 2pm – CCNC
 c. Campfire Program (All-American 
 Animals) – 7pm – CCP

Th2  Free Nature Program (Rabbit Romp) –  
 10am, 12pm, 2pm – CCNC

F  3  a. Independence Day Observed – 
 Facilities Closed
 b. Music and Kid’s Activities – WRCG

Sa4  a. Independence Day – Facilities Closed
 b. July 4th Weekend Band and 
 Kids Activities – WRCG

Su5  Enclosure Tour – 2pm – TCNH

W8  a. Beginning Bird Hike – 8:30am – CCP
 b. Campfire Program (Nocturnal Animals) –  
 7pm – CCP

Th9 Children’s Garden Tour – 11am – CHG

F 10  Cool Creek Concert Series –  
 The Flying Toasters – 6pm – CCP

Sa11  a. Enclosure Tour – 11am – TCNH
 b. Summer Wild Edibles – 12pm – TCNH

Su12  a. Beginning Bird Hike – 8:30am – CCP
 b. Enclosure Tour – 2pm – TCNH

W15  a. Beginning Bird Hike – 8:30am – CCP
 b. Campfire Program 
 (Baby! It’s Wild Outside) – 7pm – CCP

F 17  Cool Creek Concert Series: Toy Factory –  
 6pm – CCP 

Sa18  a. Enclosure Tour – 11am – TCNH
 b. Magic Show, Crafts, and Nature Tour –  
 WRCG

Su19  Enclosure Tour – 2pm – TCNH

Tu21  Coxhall Mansion Tour – 10 am – CHG

W22   a. Beginning Bird Hike – 8:30am – CCP
 b. Campfire Program (REALLY Dangerous   
 Animals) – 7pm – CCP

Sa25 a. Enclosure Tour – 11am – TCNH
 b. Fossils and Minerals and Rocks, Oh My!   
 11am – TCNH

Su26 a. Beginning Bird Hike – 8:30am – CCP
 b. Enclosure Tour – 2pm – TCNH

W29  a. Beginning Bird Hike – 8:30am – CCP
 b. Campfire Program (Surviving Summer   
 with ANIMALIA) – 7pm – CCP

F31 En Plein Air Painting Class – 6pm – TCNH
 

August
Sa1  a. Enclosure Tour – 11am – TCNH
 b. Butterfly Host Plant Presentation and  
 Hike – 3pm – TCNH

Su2  Enclosure Tour – 2pm – TCNH

W5  Beginning Bird Hike – 8:30am – SKP

F  7  Pajama-Rama – 7pm – CCNC

Sa8  a. Enclosure Tour – 11am – TCNH
 b. Vintage Vehicle Expo - 12:00pm - CCP 
 c. Garden Harvest and Native American  
 Cooking – 1pm – TCNH
 d. Family Fun Times Activities – WRCG

Su9  a. Beginning Bird Hike – 8:30am – CCP
 b. Enclosure Tour – 2pm – TCNH

W12  Beginning Bird Hike – 8:30am – CCP

Sa15  a. Beginning Bird Hike – 8:30am – CCP
 b. Enclosure Tour – 11am – TCNH

Su16  Enclosure Tour – 2pm – TCNH

Tu18  Storytime – 11am – CCNC

W19  a. Beginning Bird Hike – 8:30am – CCP
 b. Preschool Gathering (Look for Craw 
 dads in Cool Creek) – 10:30am – CCNC
 c. Coxhall Mansion Tour – 5pm – CHG

Th20  a. Children’s Garden Tour – 11am –CHG
 b. Storytime – 11am – TCNH

Sa22  a. Indiana Young Birders Annual 
 Conference – 8am – CCNC
 b. Enclosure Tour – 11am - TCNH

Su23  a. Summer Exhibit: Summer Sense-ations 
 Ends – CCNC 
 b. Beginning Bird Hike – 8:30am – CCP
 c. Enclosure Tour – 2pm – TCNH

W26  a. Beginning Bird Hike – 8:30am – CCP
 b. Homeschool Program (The Buzz on  
 Pollinators) – 1pm – CCNC

Th27  Homeschool Hikers (Creek Stomp in 
 Cool Creek) – 1pm – CCNC

F28  En Plein Air Painting Class – 6pm –
 TCNH

Sa29  a. Migratory Bird Hike – 8am – CCP
 b. Earth and Fire Pottery Workshop 
 10am – TCNH 
 c. Enclosure Tour – 11am – TCNH
 d. The Buzz about Pollinators – 1pm   
 CCNC
 e. Gardening for Birds – Native Plants 
 and Improvements Birds Love 
 4pm – CCNC

Su30  Enclosure Tour – 2pm – TCNH

M31  En Plein Air Painting Class – 6pm – TCNH

 

Save the Dates!

 
Come be merry with us as we 
welcome Mrs. Claus and the Jolly 
Old Elf himself, Santa Claus. 
The Claus’s will be available for 
pictures throughout the program. 
Jingle John of Silly Safaris will 
be presenting his Animals of the 
North Pole program which will 
include several animals that like 
the cold weather, including a 
reindeer! Crafts and cookies will 
also be available! 
Date: Sunday, December 13, 2015
Time: 2:00-4:00pm  
Location: CCNC
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317.770.4400

KEY
Su –  Sunday

M –  Monday

Tu –  Tuesday

W –  Wednesday

Th –  Thursday

F –  Friday

Sa –  Saturday

 

October
F  2  Pajama-Rama – 7pm – CCNC

Sa3  a. Enclosure Tour – 11am – TCNH 
 b. Potter’s Bridge Fall Festival – 11am – PBP  
 c. Fall Colors Tree Hike – 12pm – PBP

Su4  a. Beginning Bird Hike – 8:30am – CCP
 b. Enclosure Tour – 2pm – TCNH

M 5  a. Fall Exhibit: Autumn Attractions opens –  
  10am - CCNC
 b. Manners at the Mansion – 7pm – CHG

Tu 6  Storytime – 11am – CCNC

W 7  Beginning Bird Hike – 8:30am – SKP

Sa10  a. Community Seed Day – 11am – SKP
 b. Enclosure Tour – 11am – TCNH
 c. Costume Swap – 1pm – CCNC
 d. Halloween Weekend  – WRCG

Su11  Enclosure Tour – 2pm – TCNH

Tu13  Coxhall Mansion Tour – 5pm – CHG

W14  a. Beginning Bird Hike – 8:30am – CCP
 b. Preschool Gathering (Tracking Animals in  
 the Woods) – 10:30am – CCNC

Th15  a. Preschool Gathering (Tracking Animals in  
 the Woods) – 10:30am – CCNC
 b. Children’s Garden Tour – 11am – CHG

Sa17  a. Invasive Removal – 9am – CCP 
 b. Community Seed Day – 11am – CCP
 c. Enclosure Tour – 11am – TCNH
 d. Costume Swap – 1pm – CCNC
 e. Hamilton County Haunts! – 1pm – TCNH
 f. Who, Who, Who…Hoosier Owl Hike –   
 7pm – CCNC
 g. Year-End Pitch-In Dinner  – WRCG

ADA Notice: Hamilton County, will upon request, 
provide appropriate aids and services leading to effective 
communication for qualified persons with disabilities so 
that they can participate equally in Hamilton County’s 
public meetings. For special accommodations for a 
meeting contact the ADA Facilities Coordinator/Safety 
& Risk Manager at (317-770-1976) or dan.papineau@
hamiltoncounty.in.gov at least two (2) business days 
prior to the scheduled meeting or event to request an 
accommodation. Hamilton County Parks and Recreation 
is committed to accommodating all individuals with 
special needs.  If assistance is required at any county 
park event, program or facility, please contact the 
Administrative Office in advance at 317-770-4400.
   

Bray Family Homestead Park (BFHP)
Cool Creek Nature Center (CCNC)
Cool Creek Park (CCP)
Coxhall Gardens (CHG)
Geist Park (GP)
Lafayette Trace Park (LTP)
Morse Park & Beach (MPB)
Potter’s Bridge Park (PBP)
River Road Park (RRP)
Riverwood Canoe Landing (RCL)
Rookery Preserve (RP)
Strawtown Koteewi Park (SKP) 
Taylor Center of Natural History (TCNH)
White River Campground (WRCG)

Su18  a. Beginning Bird Hike – 8:30am – CCP
 b. Enclosure Tour – 2pm – TCNH

M19  Creepy Critters with Snakehead Ed – 
 11am – CCNC

Tu20  a. Storytime – 11am – CCNC
 b. Night Hike – 7:30pm – CCNC

W21  a. Beginning Bird Hike – 8:30am – CCP
 b. Encounter with a Fur Trader – 1pm –  
  SKP

Th22  a. Creatures of the Night with Animalia –  
  11am – CCNC
 b. Storytime – 11am – TCNH

F23  a. Nocturnal Animals with Indiana 
 WILD – 11am – CCNC
 b. En Plein Air Painting Class – 6pm –  
 TCNH

Sa24  Enclosure Tour – 11am – TCNH

Su25  Enclosure Tour – 2pm – TCNH

Tu27  a. Trick-or-Treat Trail – 6pm – CCP
 b. Haunted Trails  – 7pm – CCP

W28  a. Beginning Bird Hike – 8:30am – CCP
 b. Trick-or-Treat Trail – 6pm – CCP
 c. Haunted Trails  – 7pm – CCP

Th29  a. Homeschool Hikers (Spiders) –  
 1pm – CCNC
 b. Trick-or-Treat Trail – 6pm – CCP
 c. Haunted Trails  – 7pm – CCP

Sa31  a. White River Campground Closes –  
 WRCG 
 b. Enclosure Tour – 11am – TCNH

Th24  Homeschool Hikers (Bird Migration) –   
 1pm – CCNC

F  25  En Plein Air Painting Class – 6pm – TCNH

Sa26  a. Migratory Bird Hike – 8am – CCP
 b. Native American Mounds and Earth –   
 works of Indiana – 11am – TCNH
 b. Native Games and Skills – 1pm – TCNH
 c. On the Wild (but funny!) Side of 
 Midwestern Archaeology – 2pm – TCNH
 d. Riverview Health Twilight Trail Run &  
 Walk  –  4pm – SKP

Su27  Concert in the Centerpiece – 
             Stella Luna and the Satellites – 
 5pm – CHG

W30  Beginning Bird Hike – 8:30am – CCP

 

September
Tu1  a. White River Exhibit opens – CCNC
 b. Storytime – 11am – CCNC

W2  Beginning Bird Hike – 8:30am – SKP

Th3  Children’s Garden Tour – 11am – CHG

F  4  Pajama-Rama – 7pm – CCNC

Sa5  a. Migratory Bird Hike – 8am – CCP
 b. Earth and Fire Pottery Workshop – 
 10am – TCNH
 c. Labor Day Weekend Band and Kids   
 Activities – WRCG 

Su6  a. Migratory Bird Hike – 8:00am – CCP
             b. Concert in the Centerpiece  –
             Rodney Stepp & the Steppin’ Out Band –
             5pm  –  CHG

M 7  Labor Day – Facilities Closed

W9  a. Beginning Bird Hike – 8:30am – CCP
 b. Preschool Gathering (Opossums are 
 Cool Creatures) – 10:30am – CCNC

Th 10  a. Coxhall Mansion Tour – 10am – CHG  
 b. Preschool Gathering (Opossums are Cool  
 Creatures) – 10:30am – CCNC

Sa12  a. Migratory Bird Hike – 8am – CCP
 b. Invasive Removal – 9am – CCP 
 c. Earth and Fire Pottery Workshop – 
 1pm – TCNH
 d. Woodland Fall Wildflower Hike – 
 1pm – CCP
 e. Plant Remains as Artifacts –
 2pm – TCNH

Su13  Concert in the Centerpiece – 
             Staci McCrackin & Euphony – 5pm – CHG

Tu15  a. Archaeology Month Begins 
 (Tu-Sa through October) – 10am – TCNH
 b. Storytime – 11am – CCNC

W16  Beginning Bird Hike – 8:30am – CCP

Th17  Storytime – 11am – TCNH

Sa19  a. Migratory Bird Hike – 8am – CCP
 b. Ask an Expert – 10am - TCNH 
 c. Native American Mounds and 
 Earthworks – 11am – TCNH 
 d. Late Pre-Columbian Subsistence 
 Practices, Warfare, and Climate Change on   
 the Prairie-Plains of the Midwest – 
 2pm – TCNH
 e. Family Fun Times Activities – WRCG 

Su20  a. Beginning Bird Hike – 8:30am – CCP
             b. Concert in the Centerpiece –
             The Stepp Walker Project – 5pm – CHG

Su23  a. Beginning Bird Hike – 8:30am – CCP
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Hamilton County Parks and Recreation
15513 South Union Street
Carmel, Indiana 46033

                Printed on recycled (30%, post-consumer) paper stock. When you are 
finished enjoying The Chatterbox, please pass it on to a friend or recycle it.

If you would like to be added or removed from the list, please call 
317-770-4400 or email hamilton.parks@hamiltoncounty.in.gov or visit 
www.enfront.com/HamiltonCountyParks.
If the name shown on the address is incorrect or NOT the intended 
recipient, please contact us at 317-770-4400 and let us know.We’ll update 
our list and send you YOUR free Chatterbox.

Date: Saturday, August 8
Time: Noon – 3:30 pm
Cost: Free to the public
Location: Cool Creek Park*

Vintage Vehicle Expo
Enjoy classic vehicles, fun 
entertainment and exciting giveaways...
wheel fun for everyone!

.............................

*Entrants sign in at Collision Cure 
in Westfield - 9:00 am - Noon

If you have a classic vehicle you’d 
be proud to display at this show, 
contact 317-770-4400 or visit 
myhamiltoncountyparks.com
for registration 
information.

 2014 Best of Show - 
Bret Burrow’s 
immaculate 1959 
Chevrolet Impala

 
Dates:
Tuesday, July 21 - 10 am
Wednesday, August 19 - 5 pm
Thursday, September 10 - 10 am
Tuesday, October 13 - 5 pm

Ages: All ages are welcome, but children 
must be accompanied by an adult.
Cost: Free
Pre-registration: Yes, call 317-770-4400

Tour the
Coxhall Mansion
Hamilton County Parks is now offering 
tours of the newly renovated Coxhall 
Mansion and Museum, located on the 
stately grounds of Coxhall Gardens.  The 
tours cover the history of the mansion, 
the grounds and the Cox family, as 
well as others that played a role in the 
creation of one of Hamilton County’s 
most prestigious residences.  Tours are 
free, but registration is required.  Please 
call 317-770-4400 for details or if special 
accommodations are needed.


